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A brief history of Copmanthorpe

Mentioned in the
Domesday Book, the village
origins go back over a
thousand years. The name i
Copmanthorpe is of Viking
origin meaning “merchant’s
settlement”. A Roman road
that linked York with
Tadcaster can be traced
through the village along
Colton Lane and Top Lane.

Around the time that St. Giles Church was built in 1180, the Order of the
Knights Templars founded a settlement at the east end of the village, known
as Temple Copmanthorpe. The large quantity of fine stone in the boundary
walls along Main Street and Back Lane and in some farm buildings is thought
to be from the original Preceptory buildings. Names survive in that part of
the village such as Temple Lane, Temple Garth, Temple Hill and Temple Field.

Over the medieval period the settlement developed into an agricultural
community and from this period names still survive, e.g. York Field, West Field
and Temple Field. The area between the two original village streets, Main
Street and Back Lane, was divided up into long thin burgage plots and later
expanded west across Back Lane, being worked as crofts and occupied by
tenants. Many of the ancient field boundaries have survived. The last
remaining croft boundaries with their hedgerows are on the corner of Back
Lane and Low Westfield Road. Up until 1839 when the railway opened, the
village remained a collection of farms and crofts with a population of about
3090 people.

3

The parish church of St. Giles
dates from the late Norman
period, and retains a number of
original features. It was extended
to include its own graveyard in
1750.The brick boundary wall
survives today though its iron
railings were removed in 1940
and were never replaced. Nearby,
the agricultural origins of the
village are evident through the
farmhouses and cottages.

The centre of our village is the
oldest part, around the Norman
Church, Station Road and the two
small village greens in Low Green
and Main Street. It is here that most of the village facilities are located,
including a number of shops, post office, library, doctors’ surgeries, pub and
food outlets. Adjacent to this area is the Primary School and the Recreation
Centre, both of which have playing fields that represent the only sizeable
open areas left within the village.

Although Copmanthorpe today possesses just one building of medieval
origin in its modest parish church together with a small number of buildings
from the 18th and 19th centuries, most of which are along Main Street, it
has retained much of its character and charm. This is largely due to the
creation of the Conservation Area which includes some Listed Buildings.
Unfortunately, prior to the Conservation Area designation, some fine old
buildings were demolished.
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¥  city of

YORK

COUNCIL

ADMENDMENTS TO WALKS

Walk 4

The ‘Local Conservation Walk’
referred to in this publication is no
longer in existence.

This does not affect the route.

Walk 5

This walk is not possible due to the
grant for the Conservation Walks
coming to an end.

Please keep to the signed public
footpaths only.

If you require further advice please
contact the City of York Council’'s
Public Rights of Way Team (01904)
551440






